
Truth Over Deception 
 

Philippians 2:10–11 (NIV®) 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Ephesians 1:9–10 (NIV®) 
9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things 
in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 
 

I. Counsel of Scripture 
Matthew 10:17–19, 26-28 (NIV®) 

17 “Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their 
synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 
Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be 
given what to say…26 “So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or 
hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
 

Isaiah 59:14–16 (NIV®) 
14 So justice is driven back, and righteousness stands at a distance; truth has stumbled in the streets, honesty 
cannot enter. 15 Truth is nowhere to be found, and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. The Lord looked and 
was displeased that there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no 
one to intervene; so his own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him. 
 

Isaiah 5:20 (NIV®) 
Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put 
bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 
 

Amos 5:7 (NIV®) 
You who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground. 
 

II. A Familiar Character—Joseph 
Matthew 1:18–24 (NIV®) 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 

“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God 
with us.” 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. 

 

Matthew 2:13–15 (NIV®) 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child 
and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him.” 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed 
until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 
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Matthew 2:19–23 (NIV®) 

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the 
child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 21 

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that 
Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in 
a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was 
fulfilled what was said through the prophets: “He will be called a Nazarene.”  
 

III. Truth Encounters 
John 8:31–33 (NIV®) 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 

Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
 

John 18:33–40 (NIV®) 
33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?” 34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate 
replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 36 

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the 
Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus 
answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came 
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 38 “What is truth?” Pilate 
asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is 
your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the 
king of the Jews’?” 40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a 
rebellion.  
 

IV. What We Can Do! 
James 2:19–20 (NIV®) 

19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 20 You foolish man, do 
you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 
 

Acts 4:18–20 (NIV®) 
18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 

But Peter and John replied, “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than 
God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hades; the third day He rose again from the dead: 

He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; 
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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