
 
 

Big Trouble Ahead 
How to Respond 

 
Deuteronomy 20:1–4 (NIV84®) 

1 When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army greater than yours, do 
not be afraid of them, because the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt, will be with you. 2 When 
you are about to go into battle, the priest shall come forward and address the army. 3 He shall say: “Hear, O 
Israel, today you are going into battle against your enemies. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be 
terrified or give way to panic before them. 4 For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to fight for 
you against your enemies to give you victory.” 
 
 
I. What is Our Response??? 

 
Hebrews 12:2–3 (NIV84®) 

2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
 
   A. Aware & Obedient 

Matthew 7:24–25 (NIV84®) 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.” 

 
   B. Foundations are Essential 

Psalm 11:3 (NIV84®) 
When the foundations are being destroyed, what can the righteous do?” 
 
 
   C. A Personal Foundation; A Revelation       

1 Corinthians 3:10–11 (NIV84®) 
10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. 
But each one should be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
 

Isaiah 28:16 (NIV84®) 
So this is what the Sovereign LORD says:  
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts 
will never be dismayed.” 
 

Ephesians 2:19–21 (NIV84®) 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of 
God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord. 
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1 Peter 2:4 (NIV84®) 

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 
 
 
   D. Conversion Must Reach Your Will 

Acts 5:1–11 (NIV84®) 
1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s 
full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.  

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy 
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before 
it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a 
thing? You have not lied to men but to God.”  

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 
6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is 
this the price you and Ananias got for the land?”  

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”  
9 Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who 

buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.”  
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, 

carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard 
about these events. 

 
Matthew 13:18–23 (NIV84®) 

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This 
is the seed sown along the path. 20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who 
hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. 22 The one who received the seed 
that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of 
wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who 
hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.” 
 
 
   E. Doctrinal Foundations Matter Too 

Hebrews 5:11–6:3 (NIV84®) 
11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by 
this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all 
over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted 
with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained 
themselves to distinguish good from evil.  

1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the 
foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about baptisms, the 
laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do 
so. 
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