
God Said . . . I Believe
I. Receive God’s Word

Hebrews 4:2 (NIV®)
For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value
to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.

A. Challenges to Believing God
B. Other Influences Challenge God

II. Timeline . . . Know the Story of the Bible, Not Just Bible Stories

Creation   –Abraham   –The Exodus   –Judges   –United Monarchy   –Nation Divided   –The Prophets

–The Exile   –The Second Temple   –The Gospels   –The Church   –Jesus’ Return

A. The Significance of Creation
Genesis 1:1 (NIV®)

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Ephesians 3:9 (NIV®)
and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in 
God, who created all things.

Colossians 1:15–16 (NIV®)
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things were created by him and for him.

Hebrews 1:10 (NIV®)
He also says, “In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work 
of your hands.

Revelation 4:11 (NIV®)
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and 
by your will they were created and have their being.” 

Revelation 10:5–6 (NIV®)  [Angels believe God created heaven & earth]
5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6 And he 
swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the earth 
and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, “There will be no more delay!

Revelation 14:6–7 (NIV®)
6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the
earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea 
and the springs of water.”
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B. Abram/Abraham

Jesus & Abraham
John 8:56–59 (NIV®)

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 
58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to 
stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 

Our Confidence Derived from Secondary Things
Matthew 3:9 (NIV®)

And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these 
stones God can raise up children for Abraham.

Do Not Be Offended by God
John 8:31–48 (NIV®)

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s 
descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent 
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I 
know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 
38 I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from your 
father.” 39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you 
would do the things Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has told you the truth 
that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the things your own father does.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I 
have not come on my own; but he sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable 
to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not 
believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 
47 He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”
48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”

Hebrews 12:4 (NIV®)
In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

III. The Solution
Hebrews 12:9–10 (NIV®)

9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much 
more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little 
while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.
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